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SANITATION versus CONTAGION. 


The paper read by Mr. Butters before the Royal 
Counties V.M.S., which we print this week, is worth 
more than a casual perusal. 

Sanitation probably includes contagion, and if we 
accept this definition not much difference of opinion 
can exist. If, however, sanitary arrangements leave 
out contagion as a distinct cause of disease and the 
two are treated as separate items we are brought face 


to face with an important problem. Two things are | 


certain—that we can have the spread of contagious 
disease in a stable or byre in which all other sanitary 
arrangements are perfect; and we can have an ab- 
sence of all decent regulations as to ventilation, 
cleanliness, etc., with no contagious disease. Glan- 
ders may spread in a stud of horses stabled and fed 
under the very best conditions. Tuberculosis may 
not be found in a herd kept under the worst sanitary 
arrangements. The Queen’s herd of milch cows was 
as badly infected as any herd could be and yet cubic 
space, feeding, and general management was as per- 
fect as knowledge could make them. Glanders pre- 
vails in the best hygienic conditions as it does in the 
worst. No perfection of stabling, work, and feeding 
will prevent glanders spreading if direct attention is 
not paid to the control of contagion. On the other 
hand horses may be badly stabled, badly fed, and 
badly managed without a case of glanders being 
found in the stud. 

No doubt, if the causal organism of disease be intro- 
duced and no special measures are adopted to control 
Its spread, disease will increase. Neither glanders nor 
tuberculosis arise unless the causal organism is intro- 
Samed. _It is true that unsanitary arrangements, either 
y facilitating the spread of the cause or by debilitating 
a — may favour the spread of disease. On 
ps er hand no amount of good health, or good sani- 

ry arrangements, will prevent infection. The animal 
y affords, under any conditions, full play for the 
evelopment of pathogenic organisms, and our duty is to 
eae this development and to limit the possibilities of 
h passage of specific organisms from a diseased to a 
ealthy animal. 


It is right to keep the animals in the high 
: ghest state of 
a but that does not prevent infection, The chief 
mo e ' the Spread of disease is not cubic space and 
of the ut an intelligent effort to prevent the passage 
tial is — organism. It seems to us that this essen- 
caloaie 3 r lost sight of in the efforts to control tuber- 
placed in fn human subject. Too much trust is being 
poraril bet and good feeding. Cases are tem- 
will “4 ing patched up,” and a cure is claimed. There 
ordinary great awakening soon to the neglect of the 
good rae en against contagion. Sanitation is 
ual’ sheen ‘¥ it ignores contagion and trusts to indivi- 
.-/8th as a controlling force, it sadly fails in 
‘sing the great essential. 


DECEMBER g, 1899. 


AN INJURED ELBOW. 


Having read the article on injured elbow and 
blood poisoning by W. H. in this week’s Record and 
having attended a somewhat similar case recently, 
which fortunately did not terminate fatally, proba- 
bly some of the details may be interesting to a portion 
of your readers. 

On February 13th I was called to a farm to see a. 
well grown shire mare, two years of age. The his- 
tory, as related to me, was that the mare had been 
| running out u;on a moor for the winter and was 

usually seen daily. On the 10th she was noticed to 
be slightly lame and was brought indoors. She 
expressed tenderness around the region of the elbow, 
with slight swelling; the owner fomented it twice 
daily with hot water, but the swelling daily increasing 
he became alarmed and requisitioned me to take 
charge of the case. 

Upon my visiting her I found the off elbow joint. 
and whole region of it extensively swollen, and she 
had great difficulty in moving the limb. Her respira- 
tions and pulse were quickened, temperature 105°, 
disinclination to feed, which might be partially 
attributed to the mare not having been previously 
indoor or corn-fed. Upon a close examination of the 
skin in the region of the shoulder, I discovered a. 
small opening, not larger than a goose quill, antero- 
laterally placed about four inches below shoulder 
joint, out of which was issuing a slight discharge. 
Upon probing the wound, which I did very carefully, 
afraid lest J had a synovial wound, I found the 
muscles only slightly injured, but the wound extend- 
ed subcutaneously over the elbow joint, and the sub. 
cutaneous separation internally was much greater 
than the external opening would lead one to expect. 

I diagnosed the case as one of blood poisoning due 
to septic matter gaining entrance with the instru- 
ment which produced the punctured wound. The 
treatment I pursued was at once to enlarge external 
opening and thoroughly to wash out wound per 
syphon with solution of hg. perchlor. and keep 
leg and wound aseptic with continual warm creolin 
fomentations. Physic was also administered. 

Upon my next visit the swelling had considerably 
increased, and the general condition no way improved, 
greater pain and difficulty was manifested in moving 
owing to the knee being greatly involved in the swell- 
ing, also the pectoral muscles and the opposite fore- 
leg. The wound looked very unhealthy, and had 
now a very offensive discharge. Antiseptic treatment 
was very closely followed, with internal treatment of 
iron, quinine, and pot. chlor. Her diet at this times 
owing to entire loss of appetite, was large quantitie, 


of eggs and milk which had to be bottled down her. 
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By the 18th the swelling had increased, involving 
the whole of the fore legs, and the mare now assumed 
the position of acute laminitis. 

By the 22nd the swellings under the breast ex- 
tended so far back, and became so much swollen, 
that I proceeded to scarify it and had it fomented 
with antiseptics, and with the best results, for next 
day the swelling showed signs of diminution and the 
mare was feeding a little. The improvement still 
continued, and on the 27th I detected three small 
abscesses, one in front of breast, another on side of 
elbow, and a third a little above the knee of off leg. 
These were opened and evacuated small quantities of 
sanious pus of the most offensive character. This 
discharge continued with a like matter from the 
original wound, also from the slight separation of the 
hoof at coronary band. These were kept dusted with 
antiseptic powder, and eventually healed. The 
mare’s general health began to improve, and at this 
time she was turned out with an allowance of corn. 
She showed great weakness in off elbow, and lamini- 
tis lameness very marked, rendering locomotion, ex- 
cept on soft ground, almost impossible. There she 

remained for six months, at the end of which time 
the elbow lameness had entirely disappeared, and 
now although the mare travels fairly sound, the heel 
action of laminitis still remains, and what is worse 
dropped soles in each foot, the cause of which must 
have been septic laminitis secondary to the elbow 


poisoning. 
E. R. Syrue, wR.C.V.S. 
Falmouth. 


RHODODENDRON POISONING. 
By C. Hepworra Gotteper, M.R.C.V.S. Sherborne, 


Four dairy cows, after eating the cut leaves and 
twigs of the ‘“‘ Rhododendron Hydndum ”’ which had 
been carelessly thrown by a gardner on the pasture 
where these cows were grazing, evinced the following 
symptoms of poisoning. Partial paralysis of the hind 
extremities with a staggering gait, eyes fixed and 
staring, and muscular tremors generally; defecation 
was attended with violent straining and tenesmus; 
there was excessive salivation with some difficulty in 
deglutition. Vomition occurred,in each of the cases, 
a dark green spume being ejected containing partially 
masticated leaves of the rhododendron. Strange to 
relate the appetite of each animal remained fairly 
keen, but their secretion of milk was greatly dimini- 
shed. The temperature did not exceed normal in 
either instance. Pulse quick, frequent, and small of 
volume—from 70 to 80 beats per minute in the 
different cows. In each case the symptoms were 
alike; these gradually subsiding, recovery taking 
place on 3rd or 4th day. 

Treatment. A smart cathartic was administered 
followed by full and frequently repeated doses of sp. 
eth. nit. and ammon. carb. This, together with 4 
suitable dietary and comfortable surroundings, Was 
all that was necessary. 


Illustrating Mr. H. Mc F. Anderson’s note ‘‘ Ectopia Cordis,’’ on opposite page. 
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ECTOPIA CORDIS. 


I enclose photos which I trust will be of some 


interest to you. They are of a very peculiar case of 


P.S.—I have treated seven cases of parturient 
apoplexy, and had six recoveries, by the Schmidt treat- 
ment. Since writing I have had another case which 


has been successful. Four hours is the shortest 
time I have had recovery in. 


‘‘ ectopia cordis’’ in a calf. I was asked to examine: 
it by the owner owing to the neck having a swelling 
on the near side and being wry. | fonnd the swelling 
was the heart, and on auscultation of the thorax 
sound was non est. One could 
see the throbbing in the 
neck and on grasping the 
organ it caused great in- 
convenience, otherwise the 
animal was perfectly healthy.. 
The owner kept it for a. 
fortnight and during that. 
time it thrived well. 1 had it 
slaughtered and the photo. 
shows the identical position 
of the heart on post-mortem. 
The apex of the heart pointed! 
towards the head, the base to- 
wards the thorax. The pos- 
terior vesseis passed through 
the arch formed by thefirst two- 
ribs. The heart, as far as I could 
judge, was structurally normal, 
with a pericardial sac enclos- 
ing it. Perhaps if anything 
the organ might be elonga- 
ted. The only contents of the thorax were the 
lungs, cesophagus, and trachea. The diaphragm was. 
normal, and all the other viscera. 
H. Mc F. Anperson. 


| 
| Canterbury, New Zealand. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


SEPTICaMIA IN DEER.—By M. Moute. 

In 1895 I published a communication on the 
appearance of a carcass of venison showing that the 
ee had been suffering from septicemia. Since 
then four other cases have come under my notice 


® Presenting the following typical appearances. 
; The hind quarters turgid and crepitating, the super- | 
cial muscles of a greyish or earthy appearance as if | 


they had been buried. Infiltration into the inter- 
muscular spaces of a pink or green tint; the deep 
— muscles of a salmon colour. The peritoneum 
a — green with a marked putrid smell. The 
hae gorged with blood which is sometimes pink, 
so dark ‘brown, containing a considerable 
tical r of microbes of various characters, but par- 
cularly long flexible filaments. 

, rs blood taken with the usual precautions from 

vessels of the shoulder killed experimental 


| ee Pigs in from 24 to 28 hours, presenting the 


ollowing appearances : 


adema of a marked cadaveric smell, 


cellular tis sticky nature, redness of the subcutaneous 
and kidne fc marked congestion of the viscera 
point of 78 iscolouration of the liver, and at the 
ree nwlation the muscles being of a deep red. 
Contained of serumin the abdomen. The liver 
segments whines number of vibrions of unequal 
» Which is important for inspectors of meat 


that were in the same conditicn, but resisted. I pro- 
pose bringing these experiments before the society 
on a future occasion.—(Recueil de Médecine Vétéri- 
naire, Oct. 80, 1899. 

Josuua A. Nunn, Vet.-Major, A.V.D. 


Note by translator.—I have frequently noticed the 
susceptibility of cervides to septicaemia in India, and 
published a note on these cases in The Veterinary 
Journal in June or July, 1892. 


Deatu or A Horse From Stinos. 


A horse in a milk cart had been driven past a bee- 
house where some men were busy hiving bees. A 
swarm of bees had taken flight and had attacked the 
horse which becoming entangled in the harness. 
stumbled and fell, and became a helpless prey to the 
whole swarm. 

The horse was brought into the stable and fomen- 
ted with water. Three hours later veterinary sur- 
geon J. was called in. Numerous swellings from the 
size of a walnut to that of a cheese plate covered the 
whole body of the horse. The pulse was thready and 
90 to 100 beats per minute; the tewperature 39-5. 
From the nostrils and mouth a reddish coloured flow 
occurred. The breathing was snoring and laboured, 
the urine dark red, appetite gone. The horse pressed 
against the wall as if suffering from cerebritis. When 
pulled round his limbs gave way and he fell down 


re 
examined that game should be particularly 
in handlin nd that there is a certain amount of risk 
0od from th: Guinea-pigs were inoculated with 
€ carcases of two roe deer and two bears 


and could not be got up again. When lying the 
temperature rose to 40°5, the frequency of the breath- 
ing increased and death occurred from failure of the 
heart’s action. 
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The subcutaneous tissues were filled with a brown- 
ish jelly-like mass, the muscular tissue was pale. 
The abdominal organs were generally without change 
but the spleen was double its normal size, its pulp 
was not so softened as in anthrax. The kidneys 
were enlarged and brittle, andthe limit between the 
cortical and medullary substance indistinguishable. 
Mucous membrane of urinary tract hyperemic. 
Lungs brownish red and puffy, and infested with 
hemorrhagic infarction. In the longitudinal furrows 
of the heart were numerous ecchymose spots. On 
cutting off the head reddish coloured fluid flowed 
from the vertebral canal, the meninges of the brain 
were congested. On cutting through the brain 
numerous black points were visible. The ventricles 
contained about a tablepoonful of reddish coloured 
fluid.—Ztschr. fur Veterindirk. 

M. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


WESTERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


NON-CONTAGIOUS SKIN DISEASES OF 
DOMESTICATED ANIMALS. 
By W. Gragam GILLAM, M.R.C.YS. 
(Continued from p. 316.) 


EczEMA—HERPEs. 


We now speak of the papular form of eczema, also 
known as herpes andlichen. It is characterised by the 
presence of papules or pimples. These little hard eleva- 
tions are caused by distension of some of the papille. 
They may exist singly or in groups; and are usually 
found about the face, near the tail and on the legs, where 
in the horse they are often seen over the course of the 
flexor tendon. During the past two summers, I have 
had a good deal of thisin my practice affecting hunters, 
the owners in nearly every case putting it down to 
= by the gorse. These two summers the gorse has 

en affected with a sticky sort of fungus; this has I 
think an intimate connection with the trouble, for those 
horses which were hunted through the gorse with ban- 
dages on did not suffer. 

is the papular stage is so closely connected with the 
vesicular it is often impossible to draw the line between 
the two, as both papules and vesicles are present together. 
The vesicular form is generally spoken of as eczema sim- 
plex, tetter or herpes. These small elevations are fre- 
uently arrayed over the course’ of certain nerves, though 
this is, I think, not so often seen in our patients as in 
those of the medical peewee a This stage does not 
asarule last long. If successfully treated it ends in 
resolution, and other terminations are: moist eczema 
caused by the out-pouring of the vesicular contents - by 
leaving scabs: or the skin be- 
comes hard, fissured and squamous 
a chronic dry tetter. 
reatment. We may treat this stage s 
Keep the excretory apparatus in order = Por 
diuretics, sulines, sulphur, iodide of iron, or potash. In 
the dog the syrupus ferri iodidi answers well - cod 
liver oil having an almost equally beneficent effect, 

The external treatment is of great importance. Care- 

fully remove the hair from the affected parts and wash 


with soap and water to which some carbonate of soda has 
been added, taking great care to have the parts thorough- 
ly dried afterwards. Dilute iodine ointment often 
answers well, or an ointment of 1 part creolin to 7 or8 
parts of lanoline or vaseline. Very good results are ob- 
tained with ung. zinci and carbolic acid. 

In the cases to which I referred, where the legs were 
affected, the dressing I found answered best, was an 
emulsion of ol. picis, ol. olive, and lime water. If the 
skin is very tender dry dressings are indicated. Finlay 
Dun recommended zinci oxidi 1 part, bismuthi nitratis 
1 part to 6 or 8 parts of kaolin or starch. A dressing I 
often use is made of sulph. precip. 3ij, zinci carb. 3j, 
ac. carbolic i_xv., starch Zv. This should be well tri- 
turated and sifted through fine muslin. Before applica- 
tion it is a good plan to slightly moisten the affected parts 
with glycerine, as this has the advantages of rendering the 
skin flexible and at the same time allows the dressing to 
adhere better. 

EczeMA—THE Humip STAGE. 


This also has other names, such as simple eczema, 
moist eczema, humid tetter. When affecting the dog it is 
often called red mange. This term is considerably mis- 
leading, as it is not mange, mange depending on the 
presence of a mange parasite. 

This is the form of ezema which is most common in 
the dog, at least they are generally suffering at this 
stage when the practitioner’s attention is called to tt. 

he inflammation here is of a more extended character, 
and there is a much greater amount of exudation. It 
generally affects the back, neck, and shoulders of the 
horse. In the dog between the thighs, under the arms 
and abdomen, and neck. The lesions of moist eczema 
are not usually of such dimensions as in some forms 0 
mange, but are asa rule localised to patches averaging 
from the size of a shilling to that of florin. We get the 
formation of successive crops of vesicles, which as s001 
as they are formed burst and discharge their contents 
to the surface. This fluid being of a strongly irritating 
nature, increases the area of the lesion. The vesicles are 
frequently so closely aggregated and so numerous that 
they give the appearance of a large extended vesici 
The animal suffers from intense pruritis, which is often 
materially increased by the presence of lice, if the aut 
mal’s surroundings have been of a dirty character. his 
itching is manifested by the poor brute rubbing, scratch- 
ing and biting the affected parts ; it continues to do this, 
until the superticial layers of the skin and hair are rubbe 
off, which leaves an angry looking wound, the skit 
being red, raw and inflamed, and one frequently has very 
formidable lesions to deal with. The exudate, a sanguil* 
eous discharge, dries into “scabs” of, various sizes. set 
is liable to mistake this for “scab”’in the sheep, 
—_ a positive diagnosis of scab the parasite mus 
ound. : 

Mr. Woodroffe Hill in his book says that sporting 
dogs are more liable to become eczematous than others ; 
though why I fail to see. In two years continuous he’ 

rience with a pack of hounds, I may say_I have - 

ut one case of eczema and this but very slight. =" 
seems to be no doubt that one attack red Pai 
another, and attack after attack establishes 4 © 


case. med: 


tioned internal treatment should be adopted bea al 


Treat the former by withholding food for a time, 90" 

latter by good diet, ol. morrhuc, and miner lowes 

syrup. : be 4 
In the horse, keep the bowels lax. It seems . 
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recognised fact that watery dressings are contra-indica- | it is the ordinary symbiotes equi. Continental observers 
ted in this form of eczema, and more often than not | onthe other hand make no reference to any form of 
aggravate it. But on the other hand it is often absolutely | dermatozoa in this affection. As the lesions so closely 
necessary that the part should be gently washed, to free | resemble those uf pustulous eczzima, I shall deal with it 
it from scabs, dirt, loose hair, and any irritating dis- | here. 
charge that may be present. This should be done with | Grease, steorrhcea or seborrhoea is an eczematous fornr 
warm water and a non-irritating soap. Oily or greasy | of dermatitis, principally affecting the sebaceous follicles: 
dressings seem to answer best. Olive oil and lime | and their neighbourhood. Characterised primarily by 
water, or an emulsion of lime water, olive oil and creo- | erythema and quickly followed by papules and vesicles, 
gote, zinc ointment, or ung. hydrarg, which must be | though these are rarely seen. We then have the forma- 
dilute. When affecting the eyelids use ung. hydrarg | tion of a crop of pustules and increased out- ouring of 
nitratis, and for the face and lips boro-glycerine or | sebaceous material. The situations commonly affected 
glycerine of tannin. In sheep, remove the hair from | are the skin at the back of the fetlocks, and up the 
the affected area, and apply tarry dressing or vaseline | course of the flexor tendons ; it more often affects the 
andcreolin. Dry dressings are of great value ina great | hind limbs. It frequently gets no further than this, if 
many cases in the dog, particularly where there are raw | promptly treated, but more often than not it assumes a 
patches. These patches may be also lightly brushed with | chronic form. In this, the out-pouring of exudate and 
a 5per cent. solution of argent. nit. Where possible | sebum, becomes continuous, evolves a very foetid odour, 
carefully remove the hair, and apply any of the previously | and being of a strongly irritating character increases the 
mentioned dusting powders ; cover the spots with oiled | area of inflammation. The discharge becomes thick and 
lint, and over this a coat, to prevent the animal scratching | sticky, and mats the hair together ; the skin becomes 
or biting it. One may get a deep sore, which refuses to | hard, dry, and cracks in some places, thus giving rise to 
heal. Ihave tried ung. calendulz for this, and found it | great lameness. Masses of granulation now appear on 
answer well. the unhealthy sores, the papilla become enormously 
Eczema—Pustutar Form. covered by d epithelial scales, 
easily rubbed off and exposing a highly vascular surface 
eczema, Impetigo, or 1M- | underneath. These excrescences are often spoken of 
This form of eczema in a good many respects resem- he eather 
bles the vesicular form, except that the inflammatory Of OF the shut hair follicle 
tion has also extended somewhat deeper into the skin. | this form corresponds to acne of the human subject. 
It ischaracterised by the presence of pustules on the | When the dissess h d this f, an of 
skin, scattered singly, or in groups which havea tendenvy | ¢ 
| fibrous tissue is developed in the subcutaneous connec- 
after a tive tissue, and deeper layers of the corium, causing the 
oe ir purulent contents on to the surface, | affected limbs to become greatly increased in circum- 
this dries and forms scabs, which when rubbed off leave . : 
araw surface These scabs if not rubbed off remain on py t. good many of the hairs are shed, and this 
watil the « ; a. : causes the erect position of the hairs that are left to be 
“tls ite , Seb crop alter crop, | and intrinsic. It chiefly affects horses of the heavy ty 
thus prolonging the disorder. It is oft th : y fh da 
: ° en seen on the | and those with well feathered legs, who work in dirt 
face and lips, and then known as crusta facialis or | surroundin The intrinsic pint are remote, and 4 
rs hier face and lip affection is generally put | generally a down to digestive derangements, particu- 
plants rich os sims to eating irritating food. Those | }arly moist fermenting foods. Extrinsic causes are filth 
n ates, as young clover, vetches, etc. | and neglect. 
with fungoi L Treatment. This must be prompt and energetic. 
mustard seed: it has been Premed am sseorea Pee Attend to diet, pay strict attention to surroundings, see 
from eating that the stable, bedding and harness are kept scrupu- 
sequel to the previoualy mentioned 163 S often @ | Jously clean. Give tonics and alteratives such as arsenic, 
Treatment. When ‘ ms. ferri or cupri sulph. ; keep excretory apparatus in order 
: vent. When traceable, remove the cause, and | py anerient d diureti As 5 , 
give lessirritating food. Give dry food instead of n| oy aperients an 1uretics, s in other eczematous 
meat. Any emollient ointment q diseases the local treatment must often times be experi- 
ies. In one or two have seen it affection mental, for what may suit one case may not suit another. 
acks and necks of In a simple case without exudation, ung. zinci may 
animals brought from conntry into town. they had been suffice, or a stronger ointment made with exsiccated 
on grass, and it was probably due to change of food and legs 
surroundings. Th : Pin : well. Make the horse stand in a solution of copper an 
daily in delat iron sulphate with alum. Where there is exuda- 
with hot water and thorough] ‘lied tion it is a good plan to soften and remove the agglutina- 
some ung. resins, made with sine. 't ted material with hot water, to which 5 per cent. of 
this seemed to tomporaril carbolie acid or creolin has been added. The legs 
a few days the pustules should be thoroughly driedafter this. Dry astringent 
with a dilute solution of ine antl A ft pe ©“ | dressings may be then dusted over, and I think there is 
application of T anes ane a nothing better than exsiccated zinci sulph, with alum 
Ue er this treatment they fre and boric acid. Applications of tar answers very well 
rouble, _ where the attendant cannot be depended upon, If grapes 
“Ceesen” are persistent and do not disappear with ordinary treat- 
Trere a | ment, recourse must be had to their removal by actual 
should be a to be a doubt as to whether grease cautery, afterwards dressing the cauterised surface with 
ermatitis assed as an eczema, or as a distinct form of ointment or a dry dressing, or, perhaps better still, place 
elycophagus in by a the hip | the legs in a medicated bath. 
e cause, I then think it d be. 
lassed it should be PrryRIAsis AND PSORIASIS. 


Classe é 
presence of Professor Williams says that the | 
us parasite while the horse is suffering _1I now wish to speak briefly of the squamous lesions, 
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other forms. The former is a superficial affection, 
characterised by irregular patches of these scales, which 
repeatedly exfoliate and recur, but which never form 
crusts, nor are accompanied by excoriations. In fact it 
is ordinary dandruff. Pityriasis is frequently seen in 
horned cattle, affecting the dorsum, rump and tail. Its 
development can be put down to the previously men- 
tioned causes. Treat internally as before, small and 
regular doses of sodii bicarb. and sulphur answering 
well. As an application rape oil, oil of tar and sulphur 
answers well. According to a well-known author 
pityriasis in the horse is associated with calcium oxalate 
in the urine, and on those grounds advises that foods 
giving rise to oxalic acid in the system should be 
avoided, such as carrots, turnips, young green foods, 
ete. 

Psoriasis is a much more troublesome affection to deal 
with. It affects the deeper layers of the skin and is 
generally chronic. It extends deeper than pityriasis, 
and there is a production of connective tissue in the 
deeper layers. It is in the form of irregular patches 
which are raised above the level of the surrounding 
skin ; these patches are flat and often intersected by 
deep fissures. The commonest examples we have of this 
are seen in mallenders and sallenders, occurring respec- 
tively on the flexures of the knee and hock of the horse. 
It never seems to spread over a large area, and is usually 
confined to these spots. 

Treatment.—Give a purgative, followed by alteratives 
such as the iodides, nt cng calcium bisulphuret, or the 
liq. calcis iodinate. The affected parts should be 
thoroughly cleansed, and emollients applied. Lanoline 
and plumbi acet, paraffin and colza oil with a,small 
ae of liq. potasse. Tarry dressing answers 
well. 


URTICARIA. 


I will now speak of a _non-eczematous affection— 
urticaria or nettle rash. This is an erythema of the skin 
with circumscribed servus elevations ; these elevations 
are flat and vary in size from a 6d. piece to that of a 
small dinner plate. The special character of nettlerash 
is its suddenness in appearance and its equally sudden 
disappearance. These eruptions are supposed to be 
directly due to local vaso-motor paralysis, caused by 
reflex stimulation. They are found anywhere on the 
body and the visible mucous membranes. In the horse 
seen most prominently on the neck, while in the cow the 
mucous membranes and loose skin are more often 
affected. They are abruptly defined, and there is no 
exudation on the surface of the skin. There is sume- 
times a good deal of pruritis. This summer I have had 
several cases in hunters, and the horse seemed in each 
case to have severe culicky pains. When seen at first, 
there was no sign of any eruption, but sooner or later 
they become apparent, when the pain seemed to pass off. 
Everyone is well acquainted with the lesions of the ox 
and [ will not tire you with detailing them. In the dog 
urticaria seems to be associated with a much greater 
degree of discomfort, and the same may be said of the 
pig. In these animals there is, as a rule, but little sys- 
temic disturbance. 

Causes of Urticaria. Generally some disturbance of 
digestion. This is frequently due to highly nitrogenous 

such as vetches, young clover, peas, beans, and 
potatoes (when green). Alternating extremes of heat 
and cold, acting on a susceptible skin. In dogs often 
due to excess of starchy or sugary food. Also put down 
to draughts of cold water when the animal is over- 
earn and in cattle to wading in cold water after being 
eated. 


Treatment.—Very little is required in these cases asa 


rule. A simple diaphoretic and diuretic in the horse 


such as a draught of liq. ammon. acet. and s ; 
and in cattle a purgative followed by diuretics. *{S 


Local 


treatment is seldom called for, though the owner often 
wishes it, and it is advantageous to the day book. Dilute 
liq. plumbi or dilute acet. acid answers as well as any- 
thing. Prevention should be aimed at by removing the 
offending diet, if that is known to exist. 


GANGRENOUS DERMATITIS. 


Country practitioners do not see so much of this as 
the town member. It is generally localised to the heels 
of horses, and is more noticeable in those with white 
heels. German writers included it with grease. The 
layers of the skin become intensely inflamed, with a 
tendency to necrosis and subsequent gangrene One 
may get a great deal of sloughing, causing great lameness 
on account of its affecting the flexure of the joint, and 
frequently causing the skin to be fissured. It is 
usually of traumatic origin, and its pathology is obscure. 
Extreme cold is put down as a common cause, particu- 
larly a mixture of ice and salt, which is so commonly 
met with on the tram lines in our large towns in 
winter. 

Treatment. Administer a purgative. Where possible 
place feet in a medicated bath, which is a solution of the 
sulphates of zinc, iron, and copper. Strong liq. plumbiis 
a good dressing. It is advantageous to circumscribe the 
necrosed part with the hot iron to prevent extension. 
Dusting powders are of great service ; boric acid and 
iodoform is a good dressing. If after healing a thicken- 
ing remains, use dilute iodine ointment. To say the 
least the treatment of gangrenous dermatitis is very 
troublesume and tedious, and quittor, exostosis, and open 
joint are not infrequent sequels. 


ALOPECIA. 


The last disease to which I wish to call your attention 
is alopecia. This is perhaps rather « condition than a 
disease, and is frequently a sequel to any of the preced- 
ing affections. Alopecia or baldness needs no definition. 
The loss may be general or localised to patches. It may 
be put down to fatty nutrition of the skin, and atro hy 
of the hair bulbs. The loss is generally temporary, but 
sometimes permanent. 

Treatment. Results are dubious. Try diluted tr. 
cautharad, mild blisters. Dilute ung. hydr. nit. often 
gives good results, and equally good ones are obtained y 
the use of a dressing of equal parts of paraffin, rape ol) 
and lime water. This latter application seems to answer 
particularly well where the loss is from the mane and 
tail. Repeated shaving where the growth 1s tardy 
may assist somewhat. Tarry dressings are used with vary- 
ing results. 

In concluding this paper, I may say that the subjec 
of skin diseases is of such latitude, that it is impos!” 
to do it justice in such a short paper. I have not gone 
deeply ‘into a description of the variously presente’ 
lesions, it would weary you too much, and their 
ance is familiar to all of you. I expect I sha 7 
accused of bringing to your notice too great a variety to 
preparations for treatment, but I think it necessary =! 
emphasise the fact that treatment must be often rage’ 
mental, and what may suit one case may not § t- 
another, and vice versa. A good many methods of * 
ment have been pissed over—their name is legion so 
sides, I trust that some of the members present 
suggest better ones than those I have enumerave’. 

Before I close there are two or three points on W 
I think particular stress should be laid : ‘ont fe- 

1. Always where possible get history of the pate 
garding its recent diet ; the need of doing 80 18 i 
everyone. 

2. Regarding internal treatment, keep the excreting 
organs in regular action. 

3. Patience and perseverance must 
local treatment, which I again repeat 
perimental. 
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4. Strict attention must be paid to having sound | liminary cleansing, which is, of course, essential. I have 


hygienic surroundings ; observe and enforce strict cleanli- 
ness, and see that the patient is not exposed to extremes 
of heat and cold. 

DIscussIon. 


Mr. Ascort, in opening the discussion, said: I rise 
with great diffidence and wish most sincerely some one 
more able had been deputed to open the discussion on 
the very able and excellent paper we have just had from 
Mr. Gillam. I should like first of all to take this oppor- 
tunity to thank Mr. Gillam for his paper, and at the 
same time to congratulate him on the very successful 
manner in which he has dealt with this very important 
subject. Mr. Gillam has covered a very large ground, 
and he has done it so thoroughly I am afraid I cannot 
find anything very interesting to add. Speaking first of 
eczema, it is very unfortunate that dermatologists are 
not agreed as to what eczema really is. Every author 
seems to have his own definition. I can’t say that Mr. 
Gillam’s definition exactly expresses the impression I 
have when I use the term eczema. I rather favour the 
definition given by a well known authority who describes 
eczema as “a catarrhal inflammation of the skin origina- 
ting without visible external irritation and characterised 
in some stages of its evolution by serous exudation.” 
This excludes dermatitis caused by chemical or mechani- 
cal irritation, also the parasitic theory held by some, 
the principle argument in favour of this latter theory 
being the fact that the most effectual remedies are of the 
parasiticide class. There are many classifications of the 
various forms of eczema, all more or less intricate, but I 
think that adopted by Mr. Gillam simple, and quite 
adequate for the purpose. I should prefer, however, to 
classify erythema as a separate disease, quite distinct 
from eczema, particularly E. paratrima and E. intertrigo, 
these furms of erythema being different from the 
erythema which occurs as a first stage of eczema. I quite 
agree with Mr. Gillam that impaired digestion, assimila- 
tion, and nutrition, resulting in some disordered action 
of the nervous system constitutes the greatest factor in 
producing eczematous diseases, and in our treatment 
changes of diet always must play an important part. I 
wish to say very little about the erythematous diseases. 
Most of the treatments recommended we know to be 
effectual. With regard to mud fever I do not think 
there can be any doubt but that in the ordinary stable it 
is much safer to avoid washing. After severe exertion 
It ls so very difficult to get the whole process properly 
carried out. In speaking of E. mam. I notice Mr. Gillam 
mentioned the using of a teat syphon. If I may venture 
to do so I should like for a moment to travel a little 
= of the subject under discussion in order to ascertain 
the cone of the members. Personally, I find the teat 
a very mischievous little instrument, especially 
i rusted out of my own hands. No matter how 

caer _ 8 orders as to cleanliness etc., it is so often 

loadin “4 results that I scarcely ever use one now. 
various forms of eczema I was much 
Fate in Mr. Gillam’s description of the cases of 
a "sew gee by gorse, or the fungi of the gorse. I 
eGnition f 1s purposely—because having regard to the 
they oad — which I have quoted [ am not sure 
sa ted classed as eczema. With regard to sporting 
aires ng more liable to eczema than non-sporting dogs 
-sberience tallies with that of Mr. Gillam. I believe 


found the dressings, whatever they may be, give better 
results thoroughly applied one on the other as required 
without intermediate washings. With regard to grease, 
I should certainly class the common variety we get as an 
eczematous disease. It is due in the great majority of 
cases to errors in diet, but predisposition is also certainly 
an important factor. I do not think horses with well 
feathered legs as liable as those with fleshy legs and 
woolly hair. I have nothing to add to Mr. Gillam’s 
remarks on pityriasis, but in the treatment of psoriasis 
I should like to say I have frequently had excellent re- 
sults from ung. am. hyd. With the rest of Mr. Gillam’s 
remarks Lam in general agreement, but before sitting 
down I should like once more to thank Mr. Gillam for 
his admirable paper, and am sorry I have not been able 
to do it better justice. (Applause.) 

Mr. W. H. Grpsrncs said the form of eczema which he 
believed was more prevalent than any other was that 
known as sweat itch. That it was not a parasitic disease 
he felt confident. He had examined it on many occas- 
ions, and taken a great deal of trouble to see if he could 
detect a parasite, but be had failed todoso. Then again, 
spontaneous recovery, and its recurrence at regular 
intervals, generally in the spring and autumn, were 
remarkable features. There was a disease precisely 
similar affecting dogs, more particularly on the back. It 
was very refractory to treatment. Possibly the applica- 
tion of the old-fashioned sulphur ointment and turpen- 
tine would effect a temporary cure, but as the autumn of 
the year approached the disease would develop again. 

Mr. DunsTAN said this was a subject in which they 
were all interested, because they did not know very 
much about it. He had exarmined the skin very often to 
see if there were any signs of parasites, but had never 
been able to discover any. The disease was prevalent in 
his district (North Cornwall) but not so much as in years 
gone by. It recurred at regular intervals. 

Mr. GoLLEDGE said in 1897 and 1898 there was a 
disease in his district affecting hunters, like ringworm. 
In some parts of the district it was general. He sent 
some of the scrapings to Professor M’Fadyean who failed 
tu tind anything parasitic either vegetable or animal with 
it, and could not say what the disease was. It seemed 
to be catarrh of the skin, and it appeared in spots and 
circular patches of different sizes. 

Mr. Bonp asked whether they considered a horse 
sound that had sweet itch? (“No, no.”) It often 
occurred in entire horses, but in the list of unsoundness 
of “The Royal” at Maidstone it was not included. 

The PRESIDENT remarked that there was a form of 
the gangrenous dermatitis for which the food was directly 
responsible, but there were two conditions, namely, 
white skin, and a certain form of clover to produce it. 

Mr. GILLaM, in replying to the discussion, said that 
he did not wish to imply that a horse having erythema 
necessarily had eczema. He took these terms as con- 
venient. Eczema had its various stagas, and they might 
get other stages separately. They could call it eczema or 
whatever they liked. He did not think there was a 
decent definition. They might call it non-contagious 
eruption. There had been no special parasite found in 
eczema In regard tothe milk syphon in cases of erup- 
tion, one, of course, had to exercise discretion in allow- 
inga person to have such asyphon. In any case they 
would have to impress on the user the need of exercising 


reeding plays a more important part in predisposition | care. With regard to washing, he did not think he said 


to 
eczema than the character of the work. In the treat- 
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ch: 
pening I ‘medicine and of dressings are beneficial. In 
arsenic is er d like to say it is not my experience that 
are almost in a specific or of such great value as we 
ings Iam nvariably told. In applying external dress- 

»@Sa rule, against washing after the first pre- 


it 18 common experience that frequent | 


that he should wash throughout the course of the disease. 
He said at the commencement, before they would get 
the dressings to adhere they would have to get the place 
free from dirt. He was rather unfortunate in not mak- 
ing any reference to sweat itch. In the west country it 
was repeatedly ocenrring particularly in the autumn, and 
after hay harvest. He had a case which recurred every 


| spring in his district. The horse would remove nearly 
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all its mane, and a good deal of its tail. It got on all 
right with external dressings only. There was an in- 
creased thickness intheskin. Mr. Golledge had referred 
to a disease like ringworm. He (Mr. Gillam) had seen 
it in hunters. In external appearance it was like ring- 
worm, and it answered to the same treatment, but he 
thought it was quite like a form of eczama. As to 
Mr. Bond’s question as to’ whether a horse was sound 
with sweat itch, he would say decidedly not. With 
regard to gangrenous dermatitis, the President had 
spoken of its effect under certain conditions. He (the 
essayist) remembered that Veterinary Surgeon Smith 
quoted a case in Germany in 1850, relating to the horses 
in a German regiment. The strange part of it was that 
only the parti-coloured horses were affected, and the only 
affected partsthose which were white. They seemed 
to trace all the fungoid disease over there to the effect 
of clover and vetches. 

Mr. GoLLeDGE proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Gillam. 

Mr. Exper seconded the motion which was carried by 
acclamation. 

On the motion of Mr. Exper, seconded by Mr. 
Grppines, Mr. Ascott was unanimously thanked for 
opening the discussion. 

A vote of thanks to the President for presiding con- 
cluded the proceedings. 

A tea followed. 


ROYAL COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


An ordinary general meeting was held on Friday, Nov. 
24, at 10 Red Lion Square, the President, Mr. S. H. Slo- 
cock (Hounslow) in the chair. From various special 
caases the attendance was very small, the President being 
only supported by Messrs. J. PS. Walker, Oxford (hon. 
treas.); E Percival Owen, Thame (hon. sec.); A. L. 
Butters, London; J. H. Wilson, Newbury ; and James 
Sherley, Twickenham, visitor. 

Telegrams and letters of apology were received from 
Sir Henry Simpson, and Messrs. J. F. Simpson, Maiden- 
head ; Albert Wheatley, Reading; J. Sutcliffe Hurn- 
dall, Kensington ; Sidney Villar, of Harrow (who had 
met with an accident in the hunting field) ; G. E. King, 
Abingdon ; E. C. Howard, Newbury ; W. G. Flanagan, 
Reading ; P. Irving, Leamington ; Wm. Wilson, Berk- 
hamstead ; Lepper, Aylesbury ; R. A. Stephenson, Chip- 
ping Norton, etc. 


FINANCIAL. 


The Hon. TREAsURER’s statement of accounts showed 
that during the financial year just closed the income of 
the Association had amounted to a total of £46 193, 8d. 
made up of £20 4s. 2d. balance bronght forward, and 
members’ subscriptions received £26 15s. 6d. Mr. 
Walker had paid accounts during the year amounting in 
all to £12 193, leaving a balance in the bank of 
£34 103s, 8d. The number of members on the roll was 
now 48, showing a reduction of two on the year ; and 
several subscriptions were in arrears. J, 

The report of the Treasurer was unanimously adopted 
proposition of Mr. Owen, seconded by Mr. 

utters. 


ELECTION oF OFFICERS. 


The PRESIDENT remarked that it was on ' 
written rules of that Association that the me th 
dent should nominate his successor, and he was sure no 
name could be more acceptable to the members than 
that of the senior vice-President, Mr. Sidney Villar 
(App). Mr. Villar was a first-rate man at any veteri- 


nary society meeting, a good fellow, and a good man of 
business. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. WALKER had great pleasure in seconding the 
nomination of Mr. Villar, who would, he was sure, make 
a capital President. (App.) 

There was no other nomination, and Mr. Villar was 
elected unanimously. 

The PresipENT said he might convey to the meeting 
at once Mr. Villar’s willingness to accept the office of 
President. It was impossible for him to attend that 
meeting, much to his regret, as he was laid up with 
several broken ribs as the result of an accident while 
hunting, but he had written to say that it would afford 
him great pleasure to accept the position and take the 
presidential chair. 

On the election of vice-President, a letter was read 
from Mr. Hurndall asking to be excused from re-election. 
The following gentlemen were elected: Messrs. H. Slo- 
cock, J. H. Wilson, F. W. Hanks, and W. J. Mulvey, 
London ; the names being proposed by Mr. Walker, 
seconded by Mr. Butters. 

Mr. Butters said it did not require any words from 
him to indicate the best possible man to hold the _posi- 
tion of hon. treasurer. Mr. Walker had done the work 
of that office so satisfactorily to the society ever since 
its formation that he had very great pleasure in propos- 
ing that he be re-elected. (App.) 

The PrestDENT had very much p leasure in secunding, 
being sure that their funds could not be in better hands 
than those of Mr. Walker, who had been one of the 
mainstays of the Association ever since its formation. 
(Hear, hear). The resolution was passed by acclamation. 

Mr. WALKER expressed regret at the poor atten- 
dance at some recent meetings of the Association. If it 
was their wish that he should keep the books of the 
Association for another year, although he had often ex- 
pressed his desire to resign the post of treasurer, he should 
be pleased to do so. (App.) 

Mr. Burrers said he had the pleasant duty of proms 
that the present Hon. Secretary be re-elected. The 
admirable way in which Mr. Percival Owen had done 
his work in the past commended itself to all the mem 
bers of the Association, and his happy nature made tt 
a real pleasure to be connected with him in any Way. 
Among all the members of the Association he did not 
know one who was iore energetic, more apt, and more 
fit for the office. (Hear, hear.) ‘ 

Mr. WALKER said he had great pleasure in secondin 
the nomination of Mr. Owen, as he was sure they coul 
not have a better secretary. (App.) ¢ 

The PRESIDENT supported tbe nomination with the 
utmost pleasure, and the resolution was carried with 
hearty acclamation. 

Mr. Owen, in acknowledging his re-election, said he 
should have pleasure in doing the best he could for the 
Association for another twelvemonth. It was rather 
disheartening to have such small meetings, but members 
of their profession were necessarily very uncertain 10 
their engagements, and he was glad at any rate that : 
many, who were unable to attend, acknowledged ¢ 
invitations to meetings. (Hear, hear.) 

New MEMBER. : 

Mr. James Sueptey, of Twickenham, was unl” 
mously elected «a member of the Association on the Pp 
pusition of the President, seconded by Mr. Owen. 

Next MEETING. ™ 

The Prestpent proposed that the February, em 
of the Association be, as usual, held at Reading Iker 
the resolution, having been seconded by Mr. , 
was agreed to nem. con. 

Tue Sanrrary InstiTuTE CONGRESS. 


ith Mr. 
The Presrpent, who had been_ appointed pep 
J. F. Simpson to represent their Association 
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‘Southampton Congress of the Sanitary Institute, inform” 


ed the meeting that his colleague had been unable to 
attend ; and proceeded to read an interesting report 
which he had drawn up, congratulating the Association 
that one-fourth of the veterinary inspectors present were 
members of that Association, and pointing out thata 
full report, embracing all the sections, was being pub- 
lished in the “ Journal of the Sanitary Institute.” 

The President was heartily thanked for his report, on 
the motion of Mr. Butters, seconded by Mr. Walker. 


An ABNORMAL CALF. 


Mr. OwEN showed photographs of a very remarkabl® 
two-headed calf which, after much trouble, he had suc- 
cessfully delivered, the cow being still alive. The calf 
had an ordinary body and the usual complement of legs, 
but two distinct heads, set on the neck in opposing 


directions. 


NOTES ON VETERINARY SANITARY 
SCIENCE. 


By A. L. Burrers, M.R.C.V.S. 


In dealing with the contagious diseases of animals 
great prominence is given to sanitary measures. The 
object of this paper is to ascertain your views on the 
part played by bad and good sanitation in the origin and 
eradication of these diseases. To limit the discussion 
four only will be referred to, viz., pleuro-pneumonia and 
tuberculosis in cattle, glanders aun influenza in horses. 
My attention was particularly drawn to this subject at 
the recent Congress of the Sanitary Institute at South- 
ampton. A resolution “recommending the Council of 
the Sanitary Institute to urge the Government to under- 
take a scheme for the reduction of the prevalence of 
bovine tuberculosis was put to the meeting and _ulti- 
mately carried unanimously. During its discussion one 
of the speakers—a medical officer of health I believe— 
in the course of his remarks, said “If you put your 
byres and cowsheds intoa proper sanitary condition you 
will soon get rid of bovine tuberculosis.” Had oppor- 
tunity offered I would have expressed my dissent from 
this view of the subject. I should say that I may not 
have given you the exact words used, but at all events I 

ave given you the correct meaning of his statement. 

hen your President a week or two ago pressed me to 

ring forward a topic for discussion, I thought this 
meeting would be a very good place for me to state my 
views and submit them to your criticism, favourable or 
otherwise, 

This subject is of greater importance to the veterin- 
arian than perhaps appears at first sight. If the public 
rari pr the contagious diseases of animals can be 
a ped out by sanitary measures alone then the veteri- 
poo: Surgeon will never be employed. But if on the 
they .are educated to look upon sunitary 
elr right light, viz., that at the most they 
work of th himportant auxillary, compared with the 
asked and 5 veterinarian, then the profession will be 
to hes to occupy their right position in regard 

.-uro-pneumonia, I cannot gi better illus- 

t give you a er illus 

be part nfce® blunders caused by erroneous ideas as to 

di yed by sanitation in the origin of contagious 

Sease than by reminding you of incident which 
oecurred a good g y an incident whic 

will recol] g00d many years ago, I daresay most of you 
Norfo it. Pleuro-pneumonia was then rife in 
store stocks & great many outbreaks were traced to 
made that thauborted from Ireland. Complaints being 
Sister Isle : on were infected before they left the 
tigate and’ eterinary inspector was sent over to inves- 
eport. In this report the inspector attributed 


the outbreaks—not to previous infection, but to the in- 
sanitary system common in Norfolk of keeping their 
cattle, viz., in frame boxes in yards, never removing the 
manure, only putting in clean straw daily. When the 
animal bad been there a few months he was then stand- 
ing on a floor composed of four or five feet thick of good 
solid manure. The late Mr. C.S. Read, M.P., gave this 
report a severe criticism. His practical experience as a 
farmer and his common sense prevented his being mis- 
led by scientific twaddle. Ineed not remind you of the 
sequel. Pleuro-pneumonia has been stamped out, but 
not by sanitary measures, and the Norfolk farmers have 
no outbreaks now, although they have not yet altered 
their system of keeping their cattle. 

Now exactly the same erroneous reasoning was fol- 
lowed by the speaker at Southampton with regard to 
bovine tuberculosis as the inspector used as to contagious 
pleuro-pneumonia. I think, however, you will agree 
with me that without the adoption of measures other 
(than sanitary we shall have tuberculosis in our herds 
| for ever. Of course, before the true contagious nature 
of the disease was proved by the discovery of the 
bacillus by Koch bad sanitary conditions and heredity 
were the generally admitted causes of its origin, and 
these ideas were slow to die. But with all our recently 
acquired and accurate knowledge of tuberculosis in cattle 
it displays, I think, great ignorance to talk of sanita- 
tion even as a comparatively important measure for its 
eradication. 

Glanders. Inconnection with this disease, and bear- 
ing very strongly upon the subject under discussion I 
will notice two remarks in the report recently issued by 
the Departmental Committee which was appointed to 
enquire into the working of the Act relating to glanders. 

ome witnesses, they said, suggested that “ Local authori- 
ties should aave powers to insist upon improved sanitary 
conditions even tothe extent of structural alterations.” 
Now this shews clearly the estimation in which sanita- 
tion, and its value in preventing disease, is held b 
some. Fortunately there were other witnesses who ha 
come to a very different conclusion, we find immediately 
following that “ other witnesses prove that the construc- 
tion and general sanitary conditions of a stable have no 
connection with the introduction of glanders into that 
+ tee With this I quite agree, and have nothing to 
add. 

Influenza. My remarks refer exclusively to that form 
known as “ pink eye” or “epizootic cellulitis ” (Williams). 
From my own observation of outbreaks which have 
occurred in stables with very different sanitary condi- 
tions, [ have found that animals living in stables with 
perfect sanitary conditions suffer more acutely and 
severely than animals in stables where there are practi- 
cally no sanitary arrangements at all. The conclusion I 
have arrived at is that bad sanitary conditions have no 
part in the origin of contagious diseases, and that good 
sanitation plays a very unimportant part—if any—in 
their eradication. Your buildings—stable or byre—may 
be of such a size as to allow an air space of 1200 or 1400 
cubic feet per head, have ventilating appliances that will 
change the air every 20 or 30 minutes, windows equal to 
one-tenth the floor space, the flooring impervious, and 
of material easily cleaned, drained outside, and properly 
trapped, the water supply pure, and the food wholesome. 
You may have all this and yet the animals living in such 
a building are in no way protected against the introduc- 
tion of contagious or infectious disease. And such a 
building is of no use by itself to enable you to stamp out 
these diseases. ‘Io accomplish the stamping out of these 
requires the services of a skilled veterinarian to detect 
the visibly diseased, and in the case of tuberculosis and 
glanders to discover the animals with the disease in the 
latent form. When these are removed and disposed of 
a little ordinary cleanliness at once puts the buildin 


right. It is the detection and removal of all the disea 
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animals which makes the stable or byre healthy for the 
remaining animals. 
DIscussIon. 


Mr. OwEN expressed his sense of obligation to Mr. 
Butters for putting together the notes he had read, 
although he could not agree with that gentleman. He 
(Mr. Owen) thought that the more sanitary a place was 
kept the less likely they were to have disease spread, 
whether tuberculosis, pleuro-pneumonia, glanders, or 
any other infectious complaint. He felt sure that good 
sanitation not only helped them to fight disease better, 
but also to keep it away. He had lately tested three 
herds—of 30, 26, and 17—for tuberculosis, and only 
found two per cent. react. Dairy animals were now 
kept in a better sanitary condition than they were even 
a few years ago—they had more light and air, and more 
white wash was used in the sheds. He thought ita 
matter of experience that most tuberculosis was found 
among animals which were kept housed all the year 
round, and if that were so it showed the value of plenty 
of air. His experience of glanders had been very small ; 
but he thought he was right in saying that there ha 
been less of that disease in London, Manchester, and 
other large cities since the stabling had been improved. 
(Hear, hear). 

Mr. WALKER proposed a very hearty vote of thanks to 
Mr. Butters for his remarks. He thought good sanitary 
arrangements indispensable to the suppression of disease, 
but at the same time he held, with Mr. Butters, that no 
amount of sanitary arrangements would prevent the 
diseases which had been mentioned. As a country 
practitioner he (Mr. Walker) had a very limited experi- 
ence of glanders, but he had had some acquaintance with 
influenza, and then he felt that a good de$l depended 
upon the sanitary arrangements and the comfort they 
could afford the patients. He thought a good, clean, 
comfortable box, well aired without draught, was indis- 
pensable inthe nursing of patients suffering from influ- 
enza. At the same time he did not consider that any 
sanitary arrangements would prevent horses taking 
influenza if it came in their way. (Hear, hear.) They 
were always glad when members brought matters for- 
ward for discussion, as Mr. Butters had done that day. 

_ Mr. WItson, seconding the resolution, said that while 
it was perfectly true they could not eradicate any of the 
diseases mentioned by Mr. Butters by means of sanita- 
tion, yet he thought that Mr. Butters had rather stulti- 
fied himself if they followed out his reasoning. They 
had had many papers lately in the reverse direction—for 
instance, what of Mr. Wortley Axe, reported in The 
Record, the effect of which was that animals which were 
never housed, cows which had never been in a byre, did 
not suffer from tuberculosis to anything like the extent 
that animals did which had been regularly housed. The 
percentage was two as against more than 50 per cent., 
showing that in spite of good sanitary arrangements the 
fact of being housed interfered with the state of nature 
which must be better for them. As to “ pink eye,” he 
well remembered an outbreak in the North of England 
in a large stable ; and an examination showed that a 
big drain ran directly under the stable into the river. 
They removed the horses to better sanitary surroundings 
and they got better with very little medicine. Mr. 
idea to have no drains at 
all; but he was able to afford to y " 
ding. He thought put down plenty of bed 
mand of so much bedding m at 
their stables. (Hear, bent) ust have surface drains in 
Mr. SHERLEY said he had ten boxes at home which 
had been in existence over 100 years without any drain- 
age ; and when he had sick horses he preferred those 


boxes to any others that he had. The 
; , y were large loose 
boxes, and cases of influenza and other diseases ont better 


that those who had not the com- 


more quickly in those boxes than in any others under 


his control. He was rather liberal in the litter, which 
was well “mucked out” every morning; and about 
once a week a certain amount of disinfectant was _ used. 

Mr. WALKER thought the great objection was to 
covered drains, and not to surface drains. He thought 
_ must:be better than no drains at all. (Hear, 

ear. 

Mr. SHERLEY said that was so. The boxes he had 
mentioned fell slightly to the back. 

Mr. OwEN observed that they very rarely now saw a 
case of ophthalmia in horses, a fact which he believed 
~~ due to improved and better lighted stables. (Hear, 

ear. 

The PREsIDENT thanked Mr. Butters for the good ser- 
vice he had done the Association in bringing the subject 
so ably forward at very short notice. Although he could 
not entirely agree with his paper, Mr. Butters had ably 
introduced a very interesting question for discussion. 
(Hear, hear.) He thought he was perfectly right in 
saying that perfect or imperfect sanitation could not in- 
troduce, on the one hand, nor, on the other hand, pre- 
vent the introduction of a specific disease into a stable. 
But he did believe that the more perfect the sanitation 
the less likely they were to have disease introduced, ex- 
cept through the importation of fresh animals. (Hear, 
hear.) He himself had observed that the more perfect 
the sanitary arrangements the more frequently they got 
influenza, and more particularly swine fever, introduced. 
He had seen swine fever most prevalent in the most per- 
fect sanitary styes. His experience told him that when 
there was swine fever and the pigs were well littered up 
they did not seem to get so marked a fatality as where 
the sanitary arrangements were perfect. He thought it 
probable that where there was 4ft. and 5ft. of manure 
in a stye the germ of swine fever had not time to ger 
minate, and probably it was also more diluted than it 
was in the “highly sanitary” stye. As to the littering 
of beasts, nearly every show beast used to be at one time 
littered up. He preferred moss or sawdust to straw for 
littering up horse boxes. ; 

Mr. Burrers, replying to the vote of thanks, which had 
been carried by acclamation, said that although his paper 
did not seem to have been generally approved by those 
present it had attained its object, which was to bring 
about a discussion. He had purposely avoided saying 
anything with reference to the origin of the diseases © 
which he had spoken, or their eradication. He we 
quite at one with Mr. Owen in the opinion that diseas? 
spread much more rapidly and extensively where sant 
tary arrangements were bad than it did where they wer 
good, but his object had been to draw attention to the 
fact that sanitation had been forced into a position whe 
it ought not to occupy in regard to the eradication of th 
contagious diseases of animals. To kee animals 10 
health sanitary arrangements were, no doubt, a 
but he considered they played a very unimportant Pr 
if any, in the eradication of such diseases. In the !4 
the most important point was the removal of diseas 
animals, and the detection of disease required the _ ; 
eye, the skill and intelligence of the veterinary ono 
(Hear, hear.) He thought it well to have a small _ 
drain in every horse-box, but a mistake to have yer 
covered drains. However well trapped the latter ™ 
gases arose from them. (Hear, bear.) to Mr. 

Mr. OWEN moved a very hearty vote of thanks ar 
Slocock for theable manner in which he had oon a 
the chair both that day and during his year of a his 
expressed the hope that the members might ro poet 
genial presence at their meetings for many years 


(Applause) ; 
Mr. Burrers seconded the motion, which ws m 
banks 


cordially carried. rty t 
The out-going President expressed his ociation 


for the vote, and for the honour which the 
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day, December Ist, at 6.30 p.m. Mr. E. Lloyd Siddall 
dent, Messrs. McIlvenna and Rix, M R.C.V.S., 34 mem- 
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did him last year in electing him to the chair. He hoped 
to have the privilege of attending many more of the meet- 
ings of that Association, which he joined at its very 
commencement, and which had always had a very strong 
attraction for him. (Applause.) 
The proceedings then terminated. 


ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE V.M.A. 


The 282nd ordinary general meeting was held on Fri- 
in the chair. Those present were Prof. Hobday, presi 


bers, and as a visitor Mr. J. H. Poles, M.R.C.V.S. 
bie minutes of the last meeting were read and con- 
firmed. 

The PRESIDENT, by the courtesy of Mr. T. B. Goodall 
F.R.C.V.S., Christchurch, exhibited the sectioned skull 
of aretriever which had suffered from meningitis. By 
the courtesy of Mr. J. Webb, F.R.C.V.S., Bishop’s Stort- 
ford, a spleen and an enlarged mesenteric gland from a 
horse; and by the kindness of Mr. R. J. Hickes, 
F.R.C.V.S., Market Weighton, a remarkable specimen of 
structure of the oesophagus. 

Mr. WooLpRIDGE (hon. treasurer) read the result of the 
collection from staff and students in aid of the Transvaal 
War Fund, totalling £33 17s. 

Mr. E. A. WrtsHer read his essay on “The Unsound- 
ness of the Horse.” Mr. R. Stoker opened the discussion, 
which was carried on by Messrs. Wooldridge, Leaning, 
Sampson, Whitemore, Aldred, Gibbs, Peddie, Chalmers, 
and Collings. 

Hearty votes of thanks to essayist and chairman ter- 
minated the proceedings. 


A meeting of the Council of the above Association 
was held in the House Surgeon’s room at 9 p.m., after 
the 282nd ordinary general meeting. The president 
(Prof. Hobday) in the chair. There were present Prof. 
Shave (hon. treasurer), Messrs. Jethiji, Boyd, Wadley, 
Cocper, Gibbs, Whitemore, Rix, Collings, Siddall, and J. 

obday (assist. sec.) 

After the minutes of the last meeting had been read 
the Hon. Treasurer brought forward the financial report 
— the society to be in a satisfactury 


Fina sina offered during the present session are as 
Classes A. and B.— Silver medal each for the best 
— examination in all the subjects of the curri- 
ti Class C.—Silver medal for the best written examina- 
pains all the subjects of the curriculum and practical 
amination in dispensing, 75 marks to be given for the 
— 25 the practical. 
tion ass D._ Silver medal for the best written examina- 
— all the subjects of thecurriculum. A silver anda 
for the two best examinations. 
onan way and a bronze medal for the two best essays 
and defended before the Association, open to classes 
. - i D. The examinations will be held in June. 
ry votes of thanks to the Chairman and Prof. 
€ terminated the proceedings. 
Joun Hoppay, Assist. Sec. 


APPOINTMENT. 


STIRLING, M.R.C.V.S., Kippen Station, 
poration of Bl, appointed veterinary surgeon to the Cor- 
ackburn, Lanes. and Chief Meat Inspec- 


ACTION AGAINST A VETERINARY SURGEON. 


The case of Rotheree v. Sheather came before his 
Honour Judge Bacon, at the Bloomsbury County Court, 
on Friday, 1st December. 

The plaintiff, Dr. Rotheroe, of 47, Gloster Road, sued 
Mr. Charles Sheather for £42 2s. ; £40 the alleged value 
of an Irish terrier puppy, and 2 guineas for veterinar 
surgeon’s fees for attendance upon the animal, whic 
the plaintiff alleged died owing to the neglect of the 
defendant. 

Mr. Roland appeared for the plaintiff, and Mr. W. 
Freeman Barrett (instructed by Messrs. Indermann, 
Clark and Parker) for the defendant. 

Dr. Rotheroe said: On the 3rd July last his Irish 
terrier puppy was suffering from distemper, and accord- 
ingly he asked Mrs. Gibney, his lady housekeeper, to take 
the dog to Mr. Sheather’s infirmary. An assistant saw 
and examined the animal and prescribed some powders 
for it. The dog continuing ill 1t was sent to the defen- 
dant’s infirmary on Friday, July 7th. It was put into a 
loft and left under the care of Mr. Sheather. 

On Saturday, July 8th, Mrs. Gibney went to see the 
dog, it was then worse, and was without water or food of 
any kind. Upon her return he went to the infirmary, no 
one was in charge of the place and the dog was being 
totally neglected. The dog was foaming at the mouth, 
the water trough was empty and dry, and no liquid of 
any kind was available to the animal. The animal was 
dying of thirst and neglect. Mr. Lloyd, the assistant, 
then came and said he knew nothing about the case. 
The plaintiff thereupon complained of the neglect, said it 
was cruel, and took the dog away. Plaintiff said the 
loft was excessively hot and totally untit for such a case. 
He took the dog to Mr. Wilson, who sat up all night in 
attendance upon it, but it died on the following Tuesday. 
Mr. Wilson’s fee was two guineas. 

Dr. Rotheroe was subjected to a long and searching 
cross-examination by counsel for the defendant. He ad- 
mitted that the loft was 36ft. long, 14ft. wide, and 9ft. 
high, that there was roughly a cubic air space of 4,536ft., 
that the dog was the only occupant of the loft, and that 
by the County Council regulations there was space 
enough for upwards of twenty persons. In reply to 
counsel plaintiff said there might be two doors and a 
window in the loft in spite of which he said the loft was 
unsuitable, being a slate roof and inordinately hot. Ques- 
tioned as to the partial withholding of water, plaintiff 
said fluids ought to have been available, even though 
there was excessive vomition. Plaintiff on being asked 
if he knew Quain’s dictionary of medicine, said he did, 
but the articles were not written by Dr. Quain. He, 
however, admitted that the writers were men of eminence. 
He disagreed with the advice therein given that water 
should be partially withheld. 

The plaintiff was then cross-examined further and 
referred to the works of four writers on canine diseases, 
all of whom said fluids should be partially withheld in 
cases of severe vomiting. As to its value plaintiff said 
he Amey not take £100 for it, although he had it given 
to him. 

Mrs. Gibney, the plaintiff's housekeeper, was called 
and corroborated the plaintiffs story. Cross-examined 
she would not swear that Mr. Lloyd, the assistant, di 
not advise that the dog ought not to be removed. He 
said he knew nothing about the case. She, however, 
admitted that on the first visit Mr. Lloyd showed her the 
dog and told her it was very ill. She thought the dog 
was neglected. It had no water and the trough was 
quite dry. 

Mr Wilson, M.R.C.V.S., was called by the plaintiff. 
He said the dog was very ill, suffering from distemper 


tor at the Public Abattoirs, Blackburn. 


when he saw it on Saturday evening the 8th of July, at 
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6 o'clock. It was in convulsions and very weak. In 
reply to counsel for the plaintiff, he said he could not 
speak as to its condition or treatment whilst under 
the care of Mr. Sheather. The dog when he saw it 
was ill from distemper and died on the following Tuesday 
morning. 

Several questions were then put to this witness by 
plaintiff's counsel. These were objected to on the ground 
that they were hypothetical questions, the learned judge 
upholding the objections. 

Mr. Barrett : I ask you no questions Mr. Wilson. 

A legal argument then ensued as to whether the plain- 
tiff had shown any evidence of negligence to warrant 
the case going to the jury. The judge: theremay bea 
scintilla of evidence. 

Mr. Barrett asked permission to be allowed to call 
Professor Axe first, as he was engaged at the Agricultural 
Show and desir2d to return there, The judge consented. 
The jury, however, intimated that they had made up 
a minds and at once returned a verdict for the defen- 

ant. 

The learned judge thereupon, in answer to defendant’s 
counsel, gave judgment with costs, in accordance with 
the tinding of the jury. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


UNSOUND MEAT PROSECUTION. 


The adjourned case against Robert Johnston, butcher, 
Buckie, for having had in his possession on Sunday, 22nd 
October, in the public slaughterhouse, six sifles of beef 
which were unsound and unfit for human food, was 
resumed in Buckie Police Court on Thursday. Provost 
Webster and Baillies Simpson and Hendry were on the 
bench. Johnston pled not guilty, and was defended by 
Mr. Fleming, solicitor, Keith. 

Evidence was then led. 


CASE FOR THE PROSECUTION. 


James Albert Budge was the first witness, and, ex- 
amined by Mr. Mackay, he deponed that he was sanitary 
inspector of Buckie. On Sunday afternoon, October 22, 
he was at the public slaughter-house. He found six 
sides of beef there. He thought they were bad, and un- 
fit for human food. He called in the medical officer, and 
together they examined them. He got his opinion at 
that time from Dr. Bennett. That opinion cvincided 
with his. He therefore seized the beef. He presented 
a petition to the magistrates, and obtained a warrant to 
destroy the beef. The beef was very purple, and wanted 
elasticity. It was very flabby and soft. n pressure 
the meat “pitted.” Want of sufficient nourishment 
would cause that. He founded his opinion on those 
points. That applied to the whole six sides. Q.—How 
do you know that this meat belonged to Johnston ? 

Mr. Fleming: I quite admit that. 

_ By Mr. Fleming: He had been two years sani 

inspector in Buckie. He had no 
passed no examinntion. He did not hold a similar 
appointment before he came to Buckie as chief inspector 

e consulted the medical officer before he seized the 
beef. He could not say what disease the beef had. He 
could not put the name of the disease in words. The 
carcases were those of cows. He would not say one side 
was worse than another. He took the sides into the 
store. It wasa locked-up store in connection with the 
slaughter-house. He put the six sides one on the top of 
the other. That was not the proper way to store good 
meat. The medical officer had condemned the carcases. 


It was between seven and eight o’clock on Sunday night 


| when the medical officer examined them by the light of a 
lamp. The medical officer condemned them all as unfit 
for human food. 

By Mr. Mackay: When he was in Leith he had 
— to be in the slaughter-house several times a 
week, ‘ 

Dr. Bennett, examined by Mr. Mackay, deponed he 
was an M.D. and medical officer for the burgh of Buckie. 
On Sunday afternoon, 22nd October, he received a call 
from the sanitary inspector. ‘He pointed out the six 
sides, which had been recently killed and dressed. He 
examined the six sides, and he formed the opinion that 
they were unfit for human food. He noticed that the 
colour of the meat was bad. Instead of red colour it had 
a dark purple and unwholesome colour. It was flabby, 
and was devoid of elasticity. ‘There were also watery 
juices exuding from the surfaces, juices that in healthy 

eef would have coagulated after killing. On the sur- 
face of the meat he observed blisters, the result of early 
decomposition gases. Decomposition like that would 
only have set in on unhealthy animals so soon after 
killing. The blisters were a bad sign. The colour was 
the first bad sign. The carcases were badly nourished 
and deficient in fat, and wasting of the muscular tissue 
was visible. 

By Mr. Fleming: He did not hold a degree of sani- 
tary science. His attention was called to this by the 
sanitary inspector. He went to the slaughter-house and 
examined the six sides by the aid of alamp. He would 
not draw any distinction between the carcases. They 
were all unfit for human food. He spent 15 to 30 
minutes in the examination. He would not say that one 
carcase was worse than other. He was not acquainted 
with the fact that in large towns there were two classes 
of meat sold. The examination he made was not suill- 
cient to determine the nature of the disease of the beef. 
An examination that could be made of dressed carcases 
would not be sufficient tc establish the nature of the 
disease. The animals must have been suffering from 
disease. He could not say it was tuberculosis. He gave 
orders that the sides were to be destroyed. 

By Mr. Mackay : It was not part of his duty to estab- 
lish the nature of the disease. : 

By Mr. Fleming: Not in anearly case would tuberculosis 
be apparent on the carcase. It would be apparent In 4 
bad case, however. ; 

Mr. Budge (recalled) in reply to Mr. Fleming deponed 
that Stevenson told him on the Monday that the cat 
carcases were Johnston’s, and Johnston admitted this 
He could not recollect of Johnston saying that if he 
ae taken the worst beast he would have thought nothing 
about it. 


CASE FOR THE DEFENCE. 


William Anderson, V.S., Keith, in examination by = 
Fleming deponed he held the post of inspector undert - 
County Council, and had twenty-four years’ experie” : 
of examining the carcases of animals. He was as 
Monday by Johnston to examine the carcase. henge A 


cases were thcse of cows. He formed the opinion 


No. 1 carcase was good and fit for food. No. 2 _ oz 
second class meat, and No. 3 was not fit for eee 


There was a demand for first class and second class 4 be. 
The tirst carcase was as good as a cow carcase on ve 
Cow carcase was never the best meat. The or is- 
case was quite healthy for use. No, 1 was D0” 1) 


coloured. There were no watery juices that he “ark 
see, No. 2. by food. 
in colour and blood-stained, but good enous. g to 


No. 3 bad. 
dispose of two carcases and des me 
There was nothing to indicate that the anima 
suffering from tuberculosis. 3 a cal: 

By Mr. Mackay ; It was not possible to dress off 
case to conceal tuberculosis without taking the 
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the peritoneum, but there was no stripping of the peri- 
toneum. It wasat 6.30 on Monday night that he ex- 
amined the carcases. The first animal was as good cow 
meat as one could wish to buy. No. 1 was firm enough 
to the touch and did not pit. Johnston told him No. 1 
had been bought in Keith market. Witness did not get 
the sanitary inspector with him on his examination. 
No. 2 was a little soft. It wasa little dark in colour, and 
blood-stained. He saw the store. The taking down and 
hanging up of the beef would affect thesmell. ‘I'he store 
was dirty. Part of the contents of the bowels of some of 
the beasts killed previously was on the meat. Twelve 
hours lying one above the other would certainly deterio- 
rate the quality of the meat. He had seen meat con- 
demned as unfit for food. : 

By the Provost : Did you think from the colour that 
the worst beast had been badly blooded? A.—No, it 
was caused by some disease. It was caused by emacia- 
tion. Q.—Did you think it was caused by poverty or 
starvation? A.—I could form no 2pinion. Q.—Suppose 
the worst one was killed just before it reached starvation 
do you think it would be fit for human food? A.—I 
don’t think so. 

James Murray, V.S., Cullen, in reply to Mr. Fleming, 
deponed that he had been 11 years in practice. He was 
asked toexamine the carcases of three animals on the 
Monday. They were lying in one of the places of the 
slaughter-house. They were heaped one above the other. 
It would not improve the character of the beef to keep 
it lying there. He formed the opinion that some of the 
carcases were not so good as others. One carcase was a 
cow and very fit for human food. The next was second 
class beef, and the last one was bad. 

By Mr. Mackay : He received a wire from Mr. John- 
ston. He examined to see if the beef was fit for human 
food. He handled every side. One carcase was quite 
firm. He did not notice any watery juices exuding 
from the surface except in the bad carcase. 24 hours 
before he saw the meat these blisters could not have 
been there. 

Mr. Alex. Scott, butcher, Baron Street, Buckie, in 
reply to Mr. Fleming, deponed that he had had experi- 
ence of badbeef, but not much. (Laughter.) When he 
examined the carcases the two top beasts were healthy 
meat. Very often there was worse in the market. The 
second lot was ordinary, very lean, but poor beef. It 

was second class meat. The customers were as bad as 
the butchers in paying a ag at which they knew the 
meat could not be good. The third carcase was that of 
an ill-fed beast. It was the worst of the three by a 
ong way, but still there was apparently no disease 
about it. 

By Mr. Mackay: The great fault witness saw to the 
_— was that it was taken down and thrown into adamp 
gue It got intoa soft place and spoiled the meat. If 

cr had been hanging it would not have been half 
so bad. He handled the beef and the topmost sides were 
quite firm. Q.—Was that second carcase meat that you 
would have cared to have eaten yourself? A.—I would 
(Lan ree pretty hungry before I would have gone for it. 
es. ter). The third carcase was not just so very much 
— There were two of the carcases he would not 
whol a to have eaten if he could have got better. The 

a Tee carcases were fit for human food. 
in rovost : But you would not have cared about 
ng them yourself ? (Laughter). A.—The top car- 
case Was perfectly good. 
ye rt Johnston, the accused, examined by Mr. Flem- 
_ poned that he had killed three cows on Saturday, 
sles a in two of the cases by a man named 
slaughte - killed the cows in the usual way in the 
way. te without attempting to hide them in any 
4d : c meat, an e was going to 
*stroy the third beast. She was black and had no fat. 


He told Forbes that he was going to destroy her. He 
also told the sanitary inspector and the V.S. He sent 
carcases to Dundee where there was a demand for second 
class meat. He sent the carcases to a firm of sales- 
P08 | The second class meat was quite fit for human 
ood. 

Mr. Forbes, labourer, 41 Great Western Road, Buckie 
examined by Mr. Fleming, deponed that he had assisted 
accused at the killing of these beasts. After they were 
killed accused said on Saturday night that he would 
have to bury the bad carcase. 

Mr. Mackay: Did he not suggest burying the beast 
before he killed it? (Laughter). A.—-No. 

Dr. Clarke, examined by Mr. Fleming, deponed he was 
a doctor in practice in Cullen. He had been there for 20 
years. He was medical officer of health. He had held 
that appointment eight or ten years. In consequence of 
that appointment it was his duty to examine the meat 
killed from time to time. He was wired to come to 
Buckpool Station. That was on the Monday. There were 
three animals. They were said to be six cows. As re- 
gards the quality of the meat the two sides next the door 
were inferior, and accused said they were to be discard- 
ed. The other four sides were second class. They had 
been fit for food when they were slaughtered. There 
was no trace of organic disease. They had been stored 
in a place which was ina state of filth which was a dis- 
grace to the burgh. He was of opinion that two of the 
carcases were quite fit for human food. 

Mr. Mackay: It was about eleven o’clock on Monday 
when he examined the beef. At the time he saw the 
meat he would say they were not fit for food. They 
were hanging in one of the cooling rooms. He saw 
accused and another man. They got keys and went to 
the slaughterhouse. It was necessary to decide an 
animal was suffering from disease before it could be con- 
demned. In some cases it would be possible to tell 
what disease it had after being killed. It was not a 
pretty colour, but it was a colour that was often seen in 
cows. The flesh was soft and flabby, and there was no 
dropsy in it, and not much wonder. He noticed blobs on 
the surface which were due to the meat having lain in a 
filthy place. He took it for granted that the meat had 
been lying in adirty place The presence of blobs would 
be increased by the meat lying in a filthy place. Q.— 
The medical officer said there were “ bulle” (blobs) on 
the meat? A.—Unless you can define to me what 
“bullz ” are I can’t answer that question. (Laughter.) 
It was probable that there might have been blobs there 
the day before, the next day they might have disap- 
ae ().--If all the characteristics mentioned by Dr. 

ennett—wasted condition of the muscles, soft and 
flabby feel, watery juices, “ bulle” on the surface—were 
ery would you say the meat was unfit for food? A.— 

ut then you have not explained what “ bulle” are. 
“Bulle” are dangerous. I would agree with the 
decision of Dr. Bennett if all these characteristics were 
present. 

By Mr. Fleming: He thought the meat was rendered 
more unfit for human food by the usage it received than 
by its original condition. “ Bulle” were air blisters on 
the surface. 

This closed the defence. c- 

The magistrates retired to consider their decision, 
and after an absence of a quarter of an hour they re- 
turned, when, 

Provost Webster said that the bench found accused 
guilty as libelled, and that the carcases had been proved 
to the satisfaction of the Court to be unfit for the food of 
man. As this wasa first offence they imposed a modified 
penalty of £2 for each animal—in all £6—with £1 12s. 
expenses, payable within seven days, with 14 days’ im- 
prisonment in the event of failure of recovery of the 
money.—The Banffshire Advertiser. 
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“GARBAGE MONGERS.” 


Some little time ago we commented ¢ upon the case of 
some infamous persons named Fells who were convicted 
of selling putrid foodstuffs of various kinds, one of whom 
consequently enjoyed during a period of four months 
wholesome meals in a spotlessly clean room at the ex- 
pense of the taxpayers. On Nov. 16th Thomas Daley 
of 32 Woodstock Road, Poplar, was charged at the 
Thames Police Court with selling a quantity of condensed 
milk unfit for human consumption. Evidence was given 
of the supply of bad milk to various tradesmen by the 
defendant, and Mr. F. W. Alexander, the medical officer 
of health of Poplar, deposed to the condition of the milk. 
The majority of the tins found in a shop kept by a man 
named Morland were “blown” and the contents were 
bad. Mr. Morland gave evidence and said that he had 
been in the habit of buying milk irom the defendant for 
3s. or 3s. 6d. per case. The milk was cheap and was 
used in the trade for making pastry and cakes. He did 
not consider that a halfpenny a tin was a good price. 
Various other witnesses deposed to having bought milk 
from Daley which had been condemned. The foreman to 
Messrs. Lehmann, milk importers, said that a man named 
Worsfold had been paid to take away bad milk, and the 
tins shown to him by Mr. Alexander were those which 
Worsfold had been paid to take away. The defendant, 
who gave evidence, said that he had been traveller to a 
Mr. Long who was 1n the employ of Mr. Fells. He had 
never got any milk from Worsfold. He should hesitate 
to sell “ blown” tins, but could not quite say why. He 
declined to say from whom he purchased milk, The 
defendant’s solicitor said that he had no witnesses to call 
for the defence. Mr. Dickinson is repcrted ’as saying 
that he doubted whether he ought not to send the 
defendant to prison. This infamous trade must be 
stamped out. He fined defendant £40 and 10 guineas 
costs, or, failing goods to the value of that amount, he was 

to suffer three months’ imprisonment. We cannot see 
where the doubt came in. We might remind Mr. 
Dickinson that he discharged Vernon Fells with a 
caution on April 6th, and on July 20th Mr. Mead granted 
a summons against Vernon Fells for being in possession 
of unsound food. We have said before, and we say 
again, that persons of the class of Fells and Daley are 
er aig poisoners and should be treated as such. The 

oplar Vestry might expend afew pounds in placarding 
Poplar with an account of Daley’s conviction and what 
led to it.—The Lancet. 


t The Lancet, April 15th, p. 1047, April 29th, p. 1171, 
July 29th, 1899, p. 293. 


HOW SYMPTOMATIC ANTHRAX MAY BE 
EFFECTUALLY CONTROLLED. 


Blackleg, or quarter-evil, is a very dangerous co - 
ious disease attacks cattle 
cally it is known as symptomatic anthrax. This malady 
prevails quite extensively in the great herds of the Wes- 
tern United States and Canada, and even in England. 
On account of its exceeding fatality cattle owners fre. 
quently sustain heavy financial losses. Conse uently 
any measure that will control its ravages will be looked 
upon as an indispensable necessity in those sections of 
where cattle raising is an important in- 

ustry. 

It hes been found that the only reliable method of 
prevention is to vaccinate the cattle with blackleg 


virus. We have made a special study of this subject in 
our biological laboratories. We now prepare and can 


supply a thoroughly reliable virus or vaccine, in two 
forms. The first is the single vaccine, each case of 
which contains ten doses. With this the animal is vac- 
cinated but once. The second is the double vaccine, 
each case holding two vials—No. 1 containing ten doses 
of primary or weaker vaccine ; No. 2 containing ten doses 
of secondary or stronger vaccine, which is injected eight 
days after the primary (No. 1) vaccine has been used. 

We also supply a separate case containing a complete 
outfit of apparatus for preparing the vaccine for use. 

We believe this equipment affords an unusual oppor- 
tunity for chemists to handle what is, in truth, the only 
safe and scientific means of protection against theravages 
of blackleg. We shall be pleased to answer any inquiries 
and to furnish all the information we possess on this or 
any of our biological products.—Pharmacal Notes. 


IS OVERSTOCKING CRUELTY ? 


Henry Prisk Jenkin and Joseph Pascoe, dealers, Red- 
ruth, were summoned for cruelly ill-treating six calves 
by not providing them with sufficient food and water, 
and for ill-treating six cows by allowing them to be over- 
stocked with milk between October 24th and 25th. 

Mr. G. Grylls defended. ; 

Supt. Bassett said that after the last case of that kind 
was brought before the Bench, the practice became limi- 
ted, but was now spreading again. 

Sergt. Jeffery, stationed at Chacewater, said on Oct. 
24th, in company with P.C. Sandercock, he visited a field 
at Kenwyn, where they found six cows and six calves, 
the latter being muzzled. The cows had all young calves 
by their sides, and even in the evening seemed to 
pretty full of milk. They (the police) kept the cows 
under observation for 16 hours, and about 8.30 next 
morning the defendant Jenkin came to take the cows to 
Truro market. Witness asked him why he kept the cows 
so long a time without milking them, and he said it was 
customary all over the country. As to the calves being 
kept without food, he said men could not come down 12 
the night to feed the calves. The cows were very rest- 
less, and were evidently suffering pain, and the calves 
were very weak, were foaming at the mouth, and en- 
deavouring to suck the cows. One calf had an ill-fitting 
muzzle, and was very nearly suffucated, its tongue hang: 
ing out. By witness’s instructions Jenkin allowed three 
of the calves to have suckle. Pascoe arrived soon after: 
wards, and told witness that the calves had been —— 
to have suckle at one o’clock on the previous day. H¢ 
added that he was bound to take the cows to market 
well-stocked with milk, and it would be useless for him 
to take them there in any other condition, when farmers 
put them in the market stocked. 2 

By Mr. Grylls: Witness was reared on a farm. — 
witness’s personal knowledge, the cattle were stoc 
for 16 hours, and from Pascoe’s own admission they “ 
not been milked for 19 hours. Jenkin told him they wé 
partners. fendant 

P.C. Sandercock corroborated, and said the defen of 
Jenkin stated that one cow would produce 16 que 
milk a day. Asked if that was not, in his ago 
cruelty, he said he did not think it was, and that It 
the custom of all the dealers in the county. 4 to g° 

By Mr. Grylls: Cows should not be allowe eat 
than or 13 hours being milked, an 
so long as that just after calving. ; 

By Supt. Ratan : The oldest calf would not be more 
than a week old. ? ++ cruelty 

Mr. T. Olver, M R.C.V.S., said he considered it ¢ 
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to keep the cows 16 hours without milking them, and 
the rs Pi without food for that time. He thought it 
wrong to leave cows which had recently calved with 
muzzled calves for the length of time stated, and the only 
object that he knew for doing so was that they might 
look well in the market. It was not for the good of 


-either the cow or the calf, as the cow, while the calf was 


with her, would keep on secreting milk for feeding the 
It was 


the cow in most cases. If the calf was taken away from 
the cow, she would not have the same desire to produce 
milk as if her offspring were by her side. Some cows 
had the power of throwing off their milk, and others did 
not secrete the same quantity of milk. Some would pro- 
bably bein no pain, and others in great pain. If the 
rom the cows, and kept in a shed, 
they would not have the same desire for food. If a man 
were hungry, and smelt a beef-steak cooking, what would 
be the result? (Laughter.) He did not think the calves 
would suffer great pain, but it would be great inconven- 
ience. Wherethe cruelty came in was allowing the cows 
and the calves to run together; but as far as the 
calf ag concerned, there could be no question of physical 
cruelty. 

Mr. Arthur Whittier, M.R.C.V.S., practising with Mr. 
Olver, corroborated, but said he held it to be cruelty to 
keep the calves 16 hours without food. 

This was the case for the prosecution. 

Defendant Jenkin was then called, and stated that two 
of the calves were muzzled about 3.30, and the other 
One of the three 
cows belonging to him was a very heavy milker, and the 
two others of aninferior character. On going to the field 
in the ares about eight he found the police there, 
and was told that the animals were over-stocked. The 
sergeant pointed out a dairy cow, the heavy milker re- 
ferred to. He asked the sergeant which cows he should 


allow to be sucked, and he pointed out three, whose 


calves witness unmuzzled and allowed to suck the cows. 
The sergeant said the other cows did not appear to have 
much milk. On the way to the market they unmuzzled 
the other three calves and allowed them to “suck round,” 
a practice which was common to dealers. He denied 
that it was cruel to allow a cow to go unmilked for 16 
hours. It was the practice among farmers and dealers 
to keep a calf without food nearer 24 hours than 16. He 
sold the dairy cow, the best milker, on the way to the 
market. 

By Supt. Bassett : It was no cruelty to keep the calves 
without food for 16 hours. He backed his opinion against 
the opinions of the two veterinary surgeons. 

Mr. Charles Rosewarne, farmer, said in his opinion 
there was no cruelty in keeping cows 16 hours without 
milking, and calves without food for 16 hours. It was 
the usual practice. 

Messrs. Richard Paul, Illogan, Henry Thomas, Tol- 

trick, and Wm. Andrew, Govorrow, Gwennap, all 
armers, gave evidence in support of Mr. Rosewarne’s 
Statement. 

Mr. Thomas, however, in reply to Superintendant 

sett, said undoubtedly overstocked cows suffered 
Sreat pain. 
ar ut. Bassett said the evidence of the witnesses had 

; hee on the case, being simply opinions. 

- ard Thomas, dairyman, Truro, said he saw the 
October which had been referred to about 4.30 on 

The policeman was not there. He milked 

a va had about a pint of milk from her. He 
18 eer pe next day, and she would produce 15 to 
unmilk Sot milk a day. It was not cruel to beep cows 

milked for 15 to 16 hours. 


y Supt. Bassett : He would swear that he was in the 


— at half-past four, and that the policeman was not 
there. 

Mr. E. R. Smythe, M.R.C.V.S., Falmouth, said he had 
a large practice among dairy cattle. He did not con- 
sider it cruel to keep a cow stocked for 16 hours, and did 
not consider that it came under the head of overstocking 
at all. What he understood by overstocking was allow- 
ing the cow to go over her second meal without milking 
her. Naturally, a calf being with a cow would tend to 
the secretion of more milk by the mother; but if there 
was no demand for milk by the calf, Nature would limit 
thesecretion. The time stated was simply the ordinary 
time. As to the calves he did not consider 16 hours 
too long to keep a calf muzzled when it was with a cow, 
as it would be happier while with its mother than if it 
were separated from her. 

6 The Bench retired to consult, and on their return into 
ourt, 

Mr. Carus-Wilson, who had taken the chair, Mr. Pol- 
whele having left, said the bench had given that ques 
tion consideration, and had decided that the case of 
cruelty to the cows should be dismissed. In regard to 
the charge of cruelty to the calves, the magistrates con- 
sidered that there was a decided case of cruelty, and that 
a fine should be inflicted to the amount of £2 and costs, 
to enable an appeal, if desired. 

Mr. Grylls asked if the £2 was to cover the whole, or 
was each defendant fined £2. 

The Chairman: We meant the whole thing.— West 
Briton. 


COWSHED INSPECTION. 


At the fortnightly meeting of the Hailsham Rural Dis- 
trict Council the Chairman submitted a long report 
made by a committee comprising himself, Mr. H. Cur- 
teis, and Mr. M. R. Holman with reference to the 
Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops Orders, 1899, and a 
circular letter recently issued by the Local Government 
Board relating thereto. The amendment in the Order, 
the Chairman said, provided that in addition to the 
diseases which had been specified before, tuberculosis of 
the udder was to be added, and if a cow was suffering 
from that disease it was a penal offence to sell the milk 
or mix it with any other milk. The committee merely 
recommended that the attention of the officers should be 
called to it. The Local Government Board further called 
their attention to the appointment of a veterinary sur- 
geon, if they thought fit. The committee, however, did 
not recommend the Council to appoint a fixed officer, 
but to employ the services of a veterinary surgeon when 
required. With regard to the question of bye-laws, there 
were two alterations to make them less stringent.— Sussex 
Daily News. 


Birkenhead Meat Inspection. 


The Health Committee of the Birkenhead Town Coun- 
cil have resolved to approach the Government with the 
object of obtaining Government inspection of meat at 
all foreign cattle wharves. Under the present system 
all the expenses connected with inspection and seizure 
at Woodside lairages, including heavy law costs in cases 
of appeal, falls upon the borough, whose officials are en- 
deavouring to prevent unwholesome beef from imported 
cattle being sent through the country. A couple of cases 
in which the butchers appealed successfully against de- 
cisions of the Birkenhead magistrates have cost the town 
thousands of pounds.—Liverpool Echo. 
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Veterinary Surgeons and Poisons. 
J. R. B. asks, “ May a M.R.C.V.S. legally keep open 


shop and retail scheduled poisons for strictly veterinary 
purposes, and dispense ‘ veterinary prescriptions’ con- 
taining poisons (after the manner of doctors’ shops) ?” 
[He may not. By the 1868 Act nothing in the first fif- 
teen clauses “ shall extend to or interfere with the busi- 
ness” of any such person, but by the amending Act of 
1869 that provision is amended so that nothing in the 
first fifteen clauses shall prevent any such person “ from 
dispensing medicines for animals under his care.” The 
Pharmaceutical Society has never had the opportunity 
of determining in court whether or not the amendment 
of the 1868 provisions is equivalent to a repeal ; but we 
understand that the Society has privately succeeded in 
pr gg veterinarians from selling poisons to all and 
sundry. Veterinarians are not exempt from the provi- 
sions of Section 17 of the 1868 Act, which requires, 
amongst other things, all poisons in Part 1 of the Sche- 
dule to be entered in the poisons book and the signature 
of purchaser obtained.]—Chemist and Druggist. 


The Cat as a Carrier of Piague. 


Sir,—I read in The British Medical Journal of Sep- 
tember 16th, received by last mail, among your notes on 
the prevalence of plague in Portugal, that “ the cat, how- 
ever, is one of the animals least liable to contract plague.” 
Our experience in this island has been quite the reverse. 
Since July, when plague became epidemic in Port Louis, 
a number of instances of cats affected with and dying 
from plague have been brought to the notice of the 
Health Department, and in several cases we have been 
able to trace infection in the human subject plague- 
stricken cats, with open cervical buboes in which plague 
bacilli have moreover been discovered. I have thought 
it desirable to bring this fact to your knowledge, as the 
statement referred to might lead to the neglect of sani- 
tary precautions in certain directions, a mistake which 
might be avoided by a word of warning from The British 
Medical Journal.—I am, etc., 

H. Lorans, M.D., D.P.H. Ed. 

Port Louis, Mauritius. 

November 26th. 


The International Congress on Tuberculosis. 


At a meeting of the Council of the National Associa- 
tion for the prevention of Consumption and other Forms 
of Tuberculosis, held on November 16th, it was resolved 
to issue Invitations to some 600 representative persons 
and institutions in the United Kingdom to attend a pre- 
liminary meeting for the purpose of making arrange- 
ments for the Rad al Congress on Tuberculosis, 
which is to be held in London in the spring of 1901 
under the Presidency of H.R.H. the Prince of Wales. 
The meeting will be held in the Hall of Gray’s Inn, on 
Monday, Dec. 18th. The Earl of Derby will take’ the 
chair at 3.30 p.m. 


Idiosyneracies of Birds and Animals. 


A note of warning to people who keep parrots has been 
sounded by Mr. J. E. Harting, the me“, va natural- 
ist and secretary of the Linnean Society. He has 
recently investigated several cases in which parrots had 
been poisoned by eating parsley, and the evidence con- 
clusively demonstrated the fact that a plant innocuous 
to man has proved fatal not only to birds, but to other 
of the lower animals. In support of the converse case 
Mr. Harting pointed to the berries of the yew and privet, 
which are generally considered to be poisonous to man, 
and yet are greedily eaten by blackbirds, thrushes, bull. 
finches, and other birds; while, on the other ‘hand, 


several cases are on record of pheasants having been 

isoned by eating yew leaves. The immunity of goats 
nas ew poisoning is remarkable in view of the fact 
that deer and cattle die after eating the leaves of that 
tree, although, as Mr. Harting mentioned, it has been 
stated that the ill effects are due to the leaves having 
been eaten in a desiccated state, and not while growing 
on the tree. 


The Relative Immunity of Dogs to Pyogenie 
Infection. 


Dr. Josiah Oldfield (Harley Street, W.) writes : MayI 
carry Mr. Lenthal Cheatle’s arguments on this subject a 
little further? [ think that he will find, if he continues 
his investigations, that the difference of relative immun- 
ity is twofuld : (1) That animals of lower organisation 
are generally less susceptible to infection by certain 
micro-organisms than animals of a higher organisation ; 
and (2) that the relative immunity of animals of a simi- 
larly-developed organisation depends largely upon varia- 
bility in their present habits in respect to natural habits. 
Thus the pet poodle is far more hable to infection than 
the hill sheep dog, and the cockney human more liable 
than the Soudan Arab. It gives a wrong impression if 
all dogs are treated as equally immune, and all humans 
as equally susceptible.— British Medical Journal. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


HALIFAX DOCKING CASE. 
Dear Sir, 


You will remember this case and its successful issue & 
few years ago. A special subscription was made at the 
time for the purpose of defence, and I have now a balance 
of £37 1s. 4d. There is a grand rage ad of spending 
it charitably in behalf of the family of Tommy Atkins, 
and I shall be glad for an expression from Subscribers to 
the Fund on the point. If the profession would like to 
start a fund I will gladly hand over the balance in ques 
tion, with my mite, to you. 

The occasion is one which we hope never to see re 
peated, and forms a splendid opportunity for showing 
our sympathy and appreciation. I, in common no doubt 
with others of our profession, have subscribed through 
other channels, but this might be given as a distinctive 
professional contribution, and it will be a gratefu 
recognition of our association with the Army.—Yours 


faithfully, 
PARLANE M. WALKER. 


VETERINARY SURGEONS CYCLING OUTFITS. 
Sir 
Having made use of a bicycle extensively in my prac 
tice, I thought it would be of some advantage to other 
practitioners to have outfits similar to mine, so have 
made arrangements with Mr. Huish to introduce them to 
the profession. Bicycles can easily be fitted up to cary 
nearly everything that is required in a country practice 
and many practitioners will, no doubt, find them of _ 
assistance if used only for night cases and recreat? 

purposes. The bicycle will shortly be on view, ee 
attachments, at Mr. Huish’s of Red Lion Square.—You 


truly, Gro. Urrox. 


Communications, Booxs, AND PaPERSs- RECEIVED 
Nunp, Messrs. C. H. Golledge, G. Mayall, E. R. Smy 
John Hobday, W. Pauer, H. Leeney. P. M. Wolke. vchive® 

Journal of Comparative Medicine and Veterinary Cape), 
(Philadelphia, October), The Agricultural Journal 


The Devon and Exeter Gazette, The Yorkshire Post. 
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